Revolution and the "Dole"

the support of many of the Unions and the collaboration of
many existing local guilds. Its philosophy was not provided
by Robert Owen, but by a group of "Guild Socialists'* who
had come into prominence during the War and shortly before
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it by producing a formula which seemed to reconcile Syndi-
calist and State Socialist. The State, they proposed, should
own industry, while the Trade Unions in the industry, trans-
formed into a "Guild," should run it. Their insistence on
workers' control in any scheme for the conduct of socialized
industries was the most incontestably valuable part of their
propaganda. They were already in difficulties. Some of their
members had joined the Communists, others Major Douglas's
Credit Scheme fanatics; the Guild was their expiring effort. It
had some months of dizzy success. But Government aid under
the Addison Act was withdrawn; the Guild had no capital
resources and borrowed recklessly; it could not cut wage-rates
like the jerry-builder; it fell with a resounding crash, and